
COYOTES AND SMALL BOYS 


By R. N. Loweg 


Many people like to have things all well labelled and classified. For these, 
it can be said that the Coyote is a member in good standing of the family Canidae 
which in turn, is a member of the Order Carnivora. The family Canidae includes 
such representatives as. Canis aureus - the golden.jackal; Canis lupus - the grey 
wolf; Canis familiaris - the ,T noble ,, dog; and Canis latrans - the coyote. (If 
you wish to be precise you pronounce coycsfce as' ki/ ot, or Id./ o te, but if you 
wish to use the authentic rural Saskatchewan vernacular, then, you must make it 
ki - yute. 

: Other people have a"love for nature from the standpoint of vital statistics 
and for these it might be noted that Canis latrans lives on a diet comprised of, • 
33 % rabbits, 25 f carrion, !&% rodents, sheep, plus assorted pine nuts, 

chokecherries, etc. ; he mates, forlife, and,, with good luck.,- liyes for 12 or 13 • 
years. But the fact that a peg-leg coyote, one'who has lost a front paw in 
escaping from a steel trap, can still-make up 21% of its-diet from the fleet- 
footed white-tailed jackrabbit is such an amazing indication of his mental prowess 
that he deserves something more than a cool academic portrait. This, then, will 
be an account of my boyhood association with coyotes, a memory recall of some 
of the, more subtle aspects'of coyote personality as--they were revealed to me - - 
a freckled-faced, barefdot, prairie boy -' away back "about 1923. 

Perhaps it is the developing'of intelligence aided by that healthy curiosity 
which normal sentient beings possess that^ universally, drives small groups of 
children into the country every Spring to wade in ponds, overturn stones, play 
with snakes, frogs, etc^, but it is, I think, the impact on the senses of NatureVs 
myriad stimuli that makes susceptible souls develop a love which knows no divorce. 

Prairie kids are very fortunate in this respect. We roamed the countryside 
at all seasons of the year, but particularly In Spring when rural Saskatchewan . 
is full of the varied calls of returning meadowlarks, horned larks, yellow-- 
headed blackbirds, . etc., when' every grassy- slough has its pair of mallards or 
pintails, and when the soft warm breezes are redolent of sage, steaming gumbo, . 
drying grass and a mixture of tantalizing half-recognized aromas, - this- was, 
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the time that I felt most strongly a sympathy and. kinship for everything that 
lived and breathed. 

It was on such an expedition that we found our coyote pups - the twenty- 
fourth of May, a school holiday and a wonderful day for a long hike. Through 
the big coules and back further into the stony, rolling country bordering an 
alkali lake, we had come. This was rough land, considered fit only for grazing 
and so it was used for sheep forming. It was also considered to be a fine 
spot, ; trp■■ raise a family for as we came over a mound and approached an abandoned 
gravel pit, a small brown animal on uncertain legs made a headlong dash for 
the security of its den. Imagine our great good fortune when upon removing 
a few loose stones from what appeared to be an air hole several feet up the 

.embankment. jCxDriL..the.. main..„entranc.e.,.. we. .uncovered .eight rather startled, coyote 

pups apparently enjoying the fresh air from the upper balcony. 

A few hours later, "sejyerallbe arning/ highly excited boys dumped the 
entire litter on the living-room floor, somewhat’'to the consternation of my 
lfong-suffering mother. Under her guidance we eagerly examined each and every 
one. Their eyes were open and bright and .since they had just begun small 
ventures away from the den entrance, we assumed that they were about six weeks 
old. They we re heavily parasitized by ticks. Their bellies were plump but 
o:/.t.heir little lEibs. showed plainly. ..The pro cess.:: of how te.rnn'friends,-, and- 

influence ..coyotes then .began. -Each tickmwas. persuad-ed.'/to/let. gp merely by being 
tickled,swith;.h/still'glowing match-head." -vlach coyote was cleaned and its sgx,->- 
•v;and general;condition dnljfonpted^.;-A wooden framework, covered with, chicken ; 
wi-rp and containing a paries of covered-packing boxes.-;to simulate,: a den,nwas.; 
constructed--at the rear,of,my fabherts,-country, store. -Thisbecame 'theirrh 1 . ome - 
and. partly-mine, too, as-1,'was, to spend many: a; happy hour-attending to., their,--h- 
needs. ' 

i:t-j-Their.rsimple needs were not mueh .of .-a-problem..-/--Milk,- bread; ntieat .scraps, 
mice, and gophers all became grist/for the/ mill-.: Dry straw made a bod. My ; 
attempts to get a measure-of cqhfidenPe, assign-of recognition or a.slight 
display j;of .-friendliness, were, however, a .much more difficult. job. , They, were 
suspicious, nervous j. ; inclined to stampede to the-forthest/recesses of-.r-their-::. 
dark box and were not above .biting 1-ike. fury., - , -, ; j ■•-. -; : ..... 

. .These .were no.t to-jbe the, "hail-fellow-well-met"■ type,rof. -pups-with which ... 

I was- familiar, -r The.; .ardent, affeetion,' the . furious tail-wagging, the-, licking- -f 
your-fac.e .and chewing-on-your-r.fingers type ofehehaviour .with whi.e-h- ord-einary 
Pups insinuate themselves into, your heart; was absent .hare. Rather,., the,.:high;', 
cheek bones, the slanting enigmatic eyes and the slightly upward tilt of the 
-rn*yse-.which-' cpllectiyely spell wolf, were to •.teach me. a different, type of 
association. The-coy.o.te .walks..-by himself^ His,-desire for .freedom from- - 
restraint is .intense^ - He-is the. epitome of-all the wildness of the./West, of ' 

; its endless-rolling plains, , its unceasing TOnds,--its-resistance rto being ■ 
easily -won. , : - r < - -.,- , n , . ; , .1 ’ : . 

• Still, we reached an accord.- I became the,-organist -for./the choir*;: •Some¬ 
thing in the timbre of the mouth-organ;.-., seemed, to touc,hr ; a responsive;,-centre. 

I would sit ajnongst them- and begin to -play*. -.-,33ie- effect was torching; fEmoti-pn : 
seemed to well up-in each- wild heart until-sophistication was .abandoned and /,:-. . 
inhibitions- were destroyed, ,,They,/would ,singj-r'' The coyote’s- voioO; i&- not 
something: doleful, -a sad requiem.-.±h.at sends: shivers: down the- spines of--campers,: 
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on the Plains. This is'merely the effect on unaccustomed : ears, previously 
conditioned by journalistic license. 

The coyote song is much higher in pitch than that of the wolf. It is a 
soprano. A single coyote sitting on a hilltop on a frosty moonlit night may 
begin with a long, clear call, breaking into a violent tremolo, these alter¬ 
nating irregularly. 1% may begin with a.few barks that merge into a wail. 

In concert, it was clear that "parts'* were.being sung, the males specializing 
in the lower register, the barks and sustained howl's, the females definitely 
higher pitched. The performance became a "must" for all commercial travellers, 
tourists, etc., who passed through our village. 

Several escaped. They loved to dig. What then would be more natural 
than a fine tunnel under the fence to freedom, in the middle of the night - in 
the best tradition of any prisoner escaping from a prison camp. Unfortunately 
the guard returned too early, interrupting the operation before all had 
departed. There was some consolation, however, for one, although free, had 
been reluctant to leave and was coaxed back home. A partial triumph of kind¬ 
ness and regular mealsJ 

There were many later escapes. Some led to half mile sprints back over 
the open priaries, a barefoot boy in hot pursuit of a half-grown, knobby-kneed 
coyote. Others were more hide-and-seek -"under lumber piles, weigh scales, 
etc. Two systems were used on the latter. The escapee could be made to 
return by a loud rattling of th.e dinner dish (effective for a quarter of a 
mile if coyote hungry), or, by plaintively whimpering and whining hot far 
from the hiding place. This latter technique invariably seems to evoke great 
loneliness and. sympathy not only in coyote pups but equally, I have found, 
with Ontario foxes and most dogs. The little character would emerge feeling 
very sorry and. glad to be back. 

There were many, many more experiences outside the limitations of a brief 
article. There ..were protests from angry farmer's whose chiekep,s had been 
snatched in broad daylight.. and before their very' eyes. Yet the moment’ such a 
farmer went fcp his gun. the half-tame coyote would disappear at a mere 45 miles 
per hour. The re were little trips back through the coulees', with a coyote 
on leash, in pursuit of gophers. There were complaints from both children 
and adults who had presumed .too much; bitten fingers were the result. Coyotes 
acknowledge only a somewhat subservient loyalty to their family or group 
leader - in this case transferred to a human owner, i. e. me. Best of all, 
there was the fepling of happiness and pride in eventually having'won the trust 
and affection, if, not the total voluntary companionship, of the wildest animal 
in the West. 

With the approach of another Spring a change was due. Higher schooling in 
another town was to be my destiny. The call of the vacant hills whispered a 
mandate. From every ravine the sound of rushing water was music in the silence 
of the prairie night. The scent of freshly ploughed fields, of crocus blooms 
and, again, of sage hung heavily in the evening air. From closer than usual 
had come the full-throated song of an enquiring caller.. My father said to me, 
"Boy, I think you better let that coyote co." I did. 

' O' 
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/~LETTERS TO THE EDITO R_/ 


HEW RESOLUTION 

' <v. ■'■■■* 

To the Editor 

At a meeting of the Northern Ontario Tonrist Outfitters’ 
Association held in November 1959, a resolution was passed advocat¬ 
ing to the Ontario Department of Lands and Forests that camping 
rates be raised from 750 per day, or $4.00 per week, to $3.00 per 
day in all provincial parks. 


It is not my purpose to dispute the rights of N, 0. T. iU 
to pass such a resolution; it is within their democratic privilege 
to look after-their own interests. Provincial parks and,campsites 
are being maintained and developed by the Department out of rev¬ 
enues from water rights, stumpage, licences and fees. The camp¬ 
sites themselves are operating at a slight deficit mostly due td f 
the demands for expansion and certain facilities.. The suggested 
fee raise from 750 to $3.00 per day is quite unjustified. 

. It seems then that N. 0. T. A. * s resolution is purely 

spiteful and reflects a feeling.,that camping is cutting into 
their revenues. In order to be .a useful person as far as 
N. 0. T. A. is concerned you must be . able to spend between $20.00 
to $40.00 per day, for your holiday fun. The people of Ontario 
and the United States who are using provincial campsites would 
be denied a holiday or be required to go into debt to enjoy 
two weeks of getting back to nature without these new camping 
facilities. 

Many of the campsites have nature programs and 
conservation workshops offered and some have nature museums, 
all these in place of the relentless urging to buy more and 
more tackle, furs, gadgets and the services of boat-liveries 
and guides.. 

The Hamilton and District Labout Council and the 
Wentworth Conservation Association have lodged protests regard¬ 
ing the N. 0. T. A. resolution with the Pai’ks Division of the 
Department of Lands and Forests. I would like to encourage 
your organization, the Hamilton Naturalists’ Club and other 
clubs interested, to make your feelings known to the proper 
authorities at O.ueen’s Park that this resolution may be stopped 
cold. 

W. I. Lamoureux. 


Discussion of this resolution-at our February 8th, I960 general 
meeting, will surely follow publication of this information. 
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PRAISE AND PROTEST : 

To the Editor : 

Since ’"The Wood, Duck'* solicited comments and 
opinions from its readers, may I offer this: that the j ' 
inclusion of.such trivia as appeared at the bottom of• the 
Junior Club News,,7ol. 13, No. 5, last month re. winter ' 1 
feeding stations was- inconsequential and unkind to our 
junior naturalists? . '' •" 

Having, watched these young people, under the able 
and engaging chairmanship of Ralph Idema, at the January ' 

Meeting, I do not f.eel ,that a petition from "Woody" Wood-'-' 1 ' 
pecker or any such Disney-like .appeal is apt to inspire 1 or 
instruct these eager boys and girls. Feeding stations' make 
an excellent topic for juniors, but do select copy that more 
closely approximates the calibre of Junior Club enthusiasm 
and capability. - •'•ui :, ,V 

This is a critical comment which is intended to 
be constructive not. offensive. Congratulations on a fine 
Volume 13, so far this yehr. 

■ ••• . . : . .Keenly Interested. 

N« offense taken! We thank you for your remarks in protest' 
and in praise. May we predict that the offe nding tongue will 
be taken from the editorial cheek.and'that space and print will 
be employed to foster the'rising prestige of our junior faction? 
We sugg est that our club member Mr.' W. Hopkins, Guelph Line, 
Burlington,^ could give the Junior Club more practical and 
constructive advice on winter feeding stations. 


ED. 


To the Editor : 

We. always -like to. read the issues of Parle News , put 
cut. by the Parks and. Reserves Committee of the Federation of 
Ontario Naturalists. If your members Would like 'to he placed 
cn the regular mailing list, drop a postcard to Federation of 
Ontario Naturalists, Edwards Gardens, Don Mills, Ontario. 

R. B. 

Wo hopo' that opr Hamilton Naturalists* Club members will take 
advantage of this suggestion. . . ’ . : 

• ED. 
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To the Editor: 


VIVA.’ 


A recent conference on fish and wildlife control and 
management on Southern Ontario- farms held January 13th, at the 
Ontario Agricultural College and attended by farmers, agricultur¬ 
al representatives, Lands and Forest personnel as well as .others 
disclosed a vastly changed attitude toward the Red Fox. "Only " 
two years ago farmers, hunters and many- Department men were 
advocating the extermination of all Red Foxes. The rabies 
epidemic among-mammals has changed all that. Rabbits .and mice* 
are reported to be causing untold damage to farm crops. Every 
hair on the fox’s back is- now cherished rather than reviled. .- 
Legal protection is even being suggested and it just shows how 
public opinion can go to extremes,, The Red Fox has always been 
a controlling factor over rabbit and mouse populations. The 
odd pheasant or chicken is a small premium to pay for rodent 
insurance. - • . • _• ■■■: 

Viva! . V ulpes fulva ,—may he live his appointed 
twelve year.s^' - 


Anonymous. 

Up to his old tricks again, eh? Anyone against foxes and such 
predators? The Editor invites opinions and comments from readers 
of "The Wood Duck”. The address is: 

Mr. Robert Bateman 

230 Elmhurst Crescent, , 

Burlington, Ontario. 

•. :■ c ED. ■ , 

. . • — ### '• 


,. pnd now you know. 


The White-breasted Nuthatch, S itta carolinensis , is partial to 
deciduous forests where it feeds expensively on acorns. Spiders, moths, 
beetles and ants are among the leading animal foods of this bird’s diet. 



Oaks, Q,uercus , are of major importance to animals in winter. The acorns 
contribute a good staple for many wild life species. Deer also browse on the 
foliage and twigs, - .. 
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TRIP TIPS 


/ 


COLDSPRING valley trails 
B y A. E. Le Warne 

If you wish to.take a trip on the Main West bus line you may reach one of my 
favourite spots. It is favourite because familiar; familiar, because it is so 
easily accessible,—but you can reach it easily, too. Go out Main Street, West 
to either Thorndale or Hollywood Streets (the Main West bus stops at Thorndale), 
turn north and follow either street a block and a half until you come to a sign 
put up by the Royal Botanical Gardens to indicate an entrance to the Coldspring 
Valley, Only the posts are there in the winter but paths are easy to find and 
well-marked down in the valley. If you go in by the Thorndale entrance you 
follow a path circling a clearing where birds shuttle back and forth’ between 
the trees and perennially startled rabbits bound away into the woods. At the 
Lakelet entrance, reached from Hollywood, the trees come close to the’street 
and in half a minute you.can be in woods so thick and quiet that you forget you 
are inside a busy .industrial city, 

I went over this morning to see xvhat changes the recent storm had. brought. 
Everything was- muted colour like a Chinese landscape. The grey-green stalks 
of the horsetail which grows so thickly on the first slope were bent into a 
lovely pattern of tangled curves and laden with snow. Snow lay along every 
twig which in the tree tops would.have been coated,,with: icej but here-had-just 
enough to make.the-snow cling,■ Patches of wot dork leaves showed here : and there 
to mark the place -where the little creek runs 'from the Spririg, - but the water 
was perfectly still. A Chickadee, was calling, quite close and -there' were. 
Nuthatches in the distance. The., Cardinals and'Blue jays .were" silent. They 
were probably up-at a neighbouring'-feeding-station. -At the foot of the first- 
slope the Skunk-Cabbage patch was lost in’snow. The big Yellow Birch which 
leans over it was still there, with the snow caught in the; curls of its rough, 
shining bark. Poor thing/ The Royal Botanical Gardens put the identifying 
sign on a smaller but straigliter tree, as if fearing that.;the old one would ;not 
last much longer, ..... . .' ' ;:: 

With all the snow about, it was a good chance to investigate the big hollow 
Oak tree over on the slope where the Pyrola blooms in July. There was not ’ even 
a squirrel track. Perhaps it is really uninhabited. It-looks like a rather 
draughty home, at least at the bottom. : 

When you go to visit the Coldspring Valley, fol.low the slanting path which is 
the beginning of the Erigan Trail, down through the Hemlocks to where the Marsh 
Marigolds are so thick among the willows in the spring. The Hemlock branches 
were bent : to the ground with snow this morning and a little watery winter sunlight 
filtered through them. A Grey Squirrel shook down a dust of snow, just like 
Robert Frost’s crow. Be careful how you descend the path. Don’t start to run 
or you may find yourself ricochetting off a stump into the big Beech tree at 
the bottom. The Erigan Trail leads right from here, but I went left on the 
Transvalley Trail towards the Coldspring Creek. Jowelweed, both spotted and 
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W H W + r e f ° ulder hi § h here in the summer. On the wooden causeway a little 
Id f 1 f d ® ar : lnUffS ° aUght U P t0 me * He paused briefly t,Se J^Lb 
creek^T^ound’him 811111 ® ° Ve ^, wet places and disappeared around a bend. At th e g 
w hi l f h ^ f e&in ’ Xt 1S ten feet wide and has banks four feet deen 
but he had crossed it somehow (he probably jumped), and was over in the nlace 

ss 

from the lakelet, drained to protect the neighbours' children. The lerns^are^^ 1 " 

wllk to U the a ieft°b 8 ( -k hlS r‘h ln k th ! s ™” er - yoi may follow th'e CbjApHrig V 
TAwi - 1 " ’ >aok up to the bm * through- a spot where the migrating warblers" 

covers W *'**»» *«••«*• 

X &*%%£*?** t0 entranced 

• • ‘ , -.•tor:; •: 


rr 


. ....... J#J - #.## 

SOME COMMENTS ON »A-BIBLIOGRAPHY OF‘THE WAiimdfl'ftT.qToPV 


OF .HAMILTON 


- "W. W, JUDD, PUBLISHED BY THE HAMTT.fON NATURALISTS« 


^ * Ama m to volume 1 . 3 , no, s of the wood puck, January" 19 ^ 0 . 


. ^ brb.biography bearing the title mentioned above has been “• 
published and distributed to our club members, to libraries, science 
institutions and other interested individuals. A bibliography on 
any subject refers the reader to other writings that give more' 
information on the subject. The author, Dr. W. W. Judd, noW on the 
Faculty of the University of Western Ontario, is uniquely qualified 
to compile this commendable list, being a native Hamiltonian and" 
a prolific natural science writer, as perusal of this bibliography 
reveals. The brief but penetrating preface to this''list contains • ’ 
data at once informative’'md rich- in historical reference. Such 
faibhful and worthy compilations represent hours of labour at a 
careful and exacting task and a deep respect for tradition lore ' 
and other men's efforts. ’ 


"The Hamilton Naturalists' Club is a non-profit organization 
dedicated to the study, appreciation and conservation of "our wild 
plants and animals. All work is freely done by directors, officers 
arid members." Witnessing again the truth and-spirit of this gener¬ 
osity, we express our grateful thanks to Dr. ¥. W. Judd for this 
valuable conti'ibution to our publication. "Our appreciation is 
extended also to the -Misses' Reba Moyers, Nornia Allewell, Caroline ' 
Lawson and bo Mr. Harold Ounliffe whose assistance in typing and 
duplicating enabled the manuscript to reach you in its final form. 
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NEW BOOKS FOR CLUB MEMBERS 
at the 

HAMILTON PUBLIC LIBRARY 


By Annie J. Hunt 

Living insects of the wo rld, by Alexander B. Klotz and Elsie B. Klctz 
is another volume in the beautiful World of nature series. The others to be 
found in the folio section of the Arts and Science department are Living 
birds of the world , Living mammals of the world and Living reptiles of the 
world , A. B, Klotz is associate professor Of biology at The City College 
of- New York and Research associate of the American museum of natural history. 
This noteworthy book presents an authoritative and comprehensive survey «f 
the world of insects and man's contact with it,- written in non-technical 
language based on actual experience and the study of dozens of books and 
thousands of articles. There are more species of insects than of all other 
animals and plants combined. There is a short digest of insect development 
and growth given as an appendix to help the reader understand better insect 
life and classification. Each chapter is devoted to a specific group, e, g. 
Aquatic, Beetles, Termites. After a general discussion of each group 
particular insects are described, e.g. dragonflies and stoneflies in the ; 
Aquatic group. Thepe is an excellent index including eyes, jaws, etc. and 
a bibliography of the chief modern works dealing with insects in general 
and a few classic titles. This volume makes a good reference book for 
students and teachers on questions concerning insects as well as worthwhile 
reading for amateur naturalists. This remarkable treasury of photographs, 
many in colour, would be appreciated for its excellent photography by many 
readers, The pictures were taken by many nature photographers in all parts 
of the world.' The list of photographic credits includes such famous names 
as Andreas Eeininger and Edward S. Ross. The line drawings were contributed 
by Su 'Zan Noguchi Swain. 

A nature hook of a different sort is Kangaroos in the kitchen by Lorrain 
D'Essen. ~ is a popular first-hand account of Animal Talen Scouts, inc. 
which supplies trained animal performers for all branches of show business 
and animal models for advertising purposes. This is the entertaining story 
of the kangaroo, Victoria, Wimpy, the sleepy wombat, Llinda the llama, 

Miss Deborah, a Great Dane, and others 1 who are housed together in Manhattan 
under the watchful, eye of the author and her husband. 

.. * • r 

Another easy-to-read addition to the shelves in the Arts and Science 
department is Country hours by Clark Locke. This is a cheerful collection 
of sketches on the writer's pleasant observations of everyday things in 
nature.in the country. The excellent but simple style of writing and the 
fine black and white engravings contributed by the woll-known Canadian, 
Thoreau MacDonals make this a delightful work for nature lovers. Some 
of the apt and lively titles of these short essays-; Hayfield jungle, 

Patchwork quilt, Dickory, dichory dock, Secret lodgings, Frog march and 
Captain Pistol match the graphic treatment of scenes of bird and animal life. 


j 
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ihe fossil book by C. 1, Fenton and M. A, Fenton Is a fascinating record 
ol prehistoric life. In everyday language fossils are prehistoric animals 
and plants that have been petrified, or "turned into stone". The authors of 
this distinguished book replace this definition with "fossils are remains or 
traces of organisms that lived during ancient geologic times and were buried 
m rocks that accumulated in th.e earth’s outer portion or crust." It contains 
a valuable chapter for collectors, telling where to get information on making’ 
and keeping a collection of fossils. It lists the museums and books to be 
consulted. However this encyclopedic text is more than a handbook for coll¬ 
ectors. This. comprehensive volume tells .the .exciting, story of plants, animals 
and lesser creatures, during the past tw T o- billion years.- In this authoritative 
and scientific survey, hundreds of photographs and drawings portray the progress 
°f hif Q .PU °ur planet;, .earth. I'h-is worthwhile contribution to this - special" 
field i-p r a; r o mahtic'''Stofy pit natural-- science as Well as a practical "nature guide. 


# # # — — # # # 




r 

/ 


/ 


THE SIGNPOST / 


r 


Announcement. of a Mature .-article., a photo, story,' on the Hamilton Natur¬ 
alists’ Club and.its activities to be : undertaken by a staff writer appeared in 
our December "Wood Duck". When this issue of "The Wood Duck" reaches you,. 
£ L9 . 3f . ° j L wi] 1 be. under way currently. ILIYEND MAGAZINE has the 

greatest circulation of any magazine in Canada, being'a weekly supplement to 
newspapers right across Canada. . 

Hamilton Natural: sts ? , JUNI OR CL P.i mil- play host to WEEKEND MAGAZINE 
Staff photographer at j.hs .January-/<33, 1960 meeting in Room "1"7" Y. W. C. A. at 
7. 30 P. M. Again, .at the February 7, 1930 hike, a work party to repair the ' 

Wood Duck boxes ..in the-Dundas Marsh, photographs showing the senior club 
members in action will demonsfc-ate our enthusiasm in Club, projects. Details 
about this field event will be announced below in its regular place. 


: 1 ■ ■ - JEPTIJARY MONTHLY ME ETING 

V'''. : MONDAY., lE HR-JARY 7^ I960,. 8, DO P. 'M. * 

■ Y ' •> * 

Mr. Bateman’s owl pelie J is,. containing small mammal skulls to be identified 
Mr. Prince’s small mammal lecture to the Juniors, and Mr. Lowes’ coyotes and 
small boys ; serve to. emphasize a branch cf natural 1 history which offers great 
interest and scope for the field naturalist. ■- 1 ■ 

; .• . . ;' - : ■ • . . . ‘ • 

Miss Lydia Snow, Chairman, Programme Committee, submits notice in a like 
vein for our February meeting, at which the spealcer vri.ll be: • 1 

I>d. ?-•». H.- STIN3CN, 1 

' ... . ASSISTANT .PROFESSOR G5 1 .ZOOLOGY 

... .. UNIVERSITY OF WESTERN- GNTARIOm 
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Dr. Stinson will speak on: . 

SMALL MAMMALS (illustrated) 

Your Signpost : Lecture Hall, 

Hamilton Public Library, 
55 Main Street, West, 
Hamilton, Ontario. 

. ###. — 

FTTT.n TTOTMT r ' 

Sunday, February 7th, 1960 - WORK PARTY 

On this mid-winter Sunday morning, February 7th, 1960 at 9.50 a.m. membors 
of the Hamilton Naturalists' Club wi;ll gather to share in the task of checking 
and repairing the Wood Duck boxe$-: erected and maintained in the Dundas Marsh 
for the propogation this beautiful species of our wild duck. As mentioned 
above a staff photographer from WEEKEND MAGAZINE will join forces with the 
Hamilton Naturalists’ Club on this foray to take photographs of our club in 


action on one of its pet projects. 

Do plan to 

come] 

Your Signpost: 

Leader: 

: Mr. L. B. Roy 

Time: 

9.30 A. M. 


Place: 

Spencer Creek Bridge, 
Highway 102, 

(TA. 8-3166) ■ 

# # # - 

------ # 

ft # 


.. AUDUBON'SCREEN TOURS 

WM. ANDERSON 

' " DESIGNS KOR SURVIVAL" 

Many years of patient photographic observation of natural midlife by 
Mr. Win. Anderson have produced a striking film, revealing the wisdom of Nature’s 
intricate balance in equipping animals to cope with, their particular environ¬ 
ments. Designs for feeding, movement, protection and reproduction are well 
illustrated in a beautiful film in natural, colour. 

. r» 

■ YOur Signpost : ’ ’ SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 16th, I960, 8.15 P.M. , 

• '•j-.-'-.f TOSTDALE SECONDARY SCHOOL AUDITORIUM ’ 

* - ' • 1 • i 

TICKETS: Mrs. W» Braden, . . 

■ ■ ■— 7 h«. • <•] { t‘- 

.. Waterdown P. 0., Ontario. 

( MU. 9-4975) 
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INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION OF MATURE PHOTOGRAPHY 


ONE TO GO.' 


.p. ,^ as ’ °- e raon ^ 1 ®° un- bil the entry of transparencies in the 

firsb Annual International Exhibition of Nature Photography must be 
in.the mail. According to the calendar on the official entry form, now 
printed and being circulated, Entries close - March 25, 1960. This will 
, f a Tr hi ?^ interesting and excellent competition under the auspices of 
. ® Ham ^ton Naturalists' Club. All accepted slides will be shown once 
in Hamilton, once in Niagara Palls and once in London. Details and 
entry forms may be obtained from,! 


Your Signpost : 


Mrs. Audrey Hawks, 
Grand Yista Gardens, 
R. R. # 1, 

DIJNDAS, Ontario, 


# # # - # # # 


and now you know. 


White oaks, Black oaks and Beech often retain their leaves 
These leaves are referred to as 'persistent*. 


over the winter. 
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Caroline Lawson 
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8-8135 
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Jim Morrow 

LI. 
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Marina Idema 

FU. 

3-6411 

those under 14 years) 

Alfred ..Senior 

LI. 
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BUILD A HOME FOR A BIRD FAMILY 

Hero is a chance to combine skill in carpentry and your interest in birds. 
Since there.are fewer.farmers’ fences that use wooden posts, fewer are the 
woodpeckers making nest holes that can be used later by bluebirds.^ Bluebird 8 
are getting scarcer in Ontario. What can we do? The Federation of Ontario 
Naturalists has begun a Save the Bluebirds" campaign. You, too, can be.lp by 
building Bluebird houses that can be.placed in the outskirts of .Hamilton, at 
the edges of,,farmers’ fields. To find out how,—telephone: , Mr. Bob ELstone 
(FU. 5-9963) or Dr. ; Douglas Davies (JA. 9-5130). . 

# # #- # # # . 

, February is the month of firm ice for inspecting the Wood Duck boxes around 
the Dundas Marsh., Junior Club members are needed to help in inspecting, repair¬ 
ing and.replacing these Wood Duck homes on February 7th. You can help by making 
more Wood Duck boxes, if not for this yeer, at least for use next year (telephone 
Mr. Lawrence Roy - JA. 8-3166). • 

# # #-# # # 


JUNIOR CLUB SHOW AND BIRD TROPHY ,'Jf’RD 


On January 11th, the Hamilton Junior Naturalists’ Club presented its annual 
evening of displays and entertainment for the senior members. This is a great 
challenge and-experience.for the b oys and girls taking part, as well as being 
enjoyable and stimulating to the audience. 

The meeting was conducted by the Junior Club President, Ralph Idema, lo 
break the ice, he introduced himself as the first speaker of the evening. .. He . 
gave an entertaining account of some of the highlights and trials in his 
■adventures in bird-watching. This .included the New Year’s Day Hike, 1959, 
the- trip to Oak Orchard.Swamp and excursions from the Victoria Day Weekend 
Camp at Ryerson Beach, Lake Erie. 
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Next, Jim Morrow spoke about Kings' Forest and its potential for observing 
wild plants and animals. Although he didn’t recommend Harris' Hole for swimming 
he and other boys, as well as a number of ducks, had had their turn in swim¬ 
ming in or on it. He brought out again its interest as an owl sanctuary—at 
different times harbouring numbers of Short-eared and Long-eared Owls. He said 
that although the .clearing of underbrush (for picnic use) had driven out certain 
birds, such as tho Ruffed Grouse, other birds, including the Towhee, had moved 
in. 


Alfred Senior gave a talk on his experiences on the Christmas Bird Count. 
Sylvia Idema spoke about the misnaming of an imals which occurred when emigrants 
from the Old World arrived in the New World,—for instance, the Buffalo is really 
a Bison. The true Buffalo of Asia and Africa is quite different. Doug. Brown 
presented an interesting account of the Golden-fronted Canada Goose which occurs 
as one individual in each 100,000 of the normal Canada Goose. 

• At this point, Dr. Davies announced the winner of the Ross Thompson Trophy. 
John Miles, for the third -year, saw the most species of birds (248) of anyone 
in the Club. However, because of the understanding that a person could only 
win the Trophy twdce,—the' award wont to Ralph Idema, who saw the fine total 
of 219:_ species of'birds in southern'Ontario for 1959. 

The final platform presentation was a panel discussion conducted by Caroline 
Lawson, Norma Allewell, Jim Morrow, John Miles and Doug. Brown and moderated by 
Ralph Idema. The subject was the wanton killing of ducks and caribou by the 
northern Indians and Eskimos,—whether it was serious in depleting these 
animals and how this situation could be improved. Alfred Senior and George 
North: spoke from the -floor'. 

Many fine displays were on view, including drawings and paintings of birds 
and other animals, fine nature books belonging to Junior members, nature scrap¬ 
books and collections of rocks, minerals, fossils,, sea shells, animal and 
plant stamps, birds’ wings (.collected from birds found dead) and other natural 
history finds. . 


FUTURE JUNIOR CLUB ]WENTS 


MEETINGS (Y. W. C. A« , Main Street just west of James Street). 

Saturday,, F ebr uary 1 5 7.30 B* M. , Y. VA.C. A., Room-"E”. 

We have a treat in store for this .evening. Mr. Eric Bastin will show 
his coloured slides and tell us of his recent experiences on " LONG POINT " 
which is a fascinating refuge for wildlife extending into Lake Erie. Bring 
your friends.' , 

Saturday. February 27 - 7.30 Pt M. , Y. W. C.A. , Room "E". 

This evening, we may have a quiz, some coloured slides or a group discussion. 
Come with your questions, ideas or collections for the rest of us to hear about 
or see. 
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HIKES 

Sunday, February 21 - 9.00 A. M. to 12.00 Noon. Hike. 

. > ; 4 I . V. ’ . . . „ 

*■ - ' ' ’ ’ - ' • ' ‘ . \ 

.••Mr. George North (TA* 2-6082) will lead a motor hike (if the ratio of 
Juniors to cars is not too great). .Meet under McKittrick:Bridge (below the 
basilica) just west of the corner of King and Dundurn Streets. Wear warm 
clothing and footwear. We may go along the Bay Shore or to Sulphur Springs* 

1 ;#■ 

- WOODPECKER EXPEDITION - DECEMBER 31, 1959 . 

By Ed Dinniwoll and Ralph Idema 

Last Monday Southern Ontario was buffetted by one of the worst ice storms 
in many years. ’ Tho trees wero still heavily laden with ice. The sun which 
came out for the first time since last Thursday ; was beginning to melt the 
ice. The ice-laden trees glistening in the rays of the sun made very photo¬ 
graphic scenery. . 

At 1*30 P.M. we got off the Main West bus near the Art Gallery and wander¬ 
ed through the snow fields towards the University Landing Trail. Ralph .heard 
a bird in the distance. The rattling "chur-chur-chur” of a Redpoll filled 
the air as it flew overhead. At the top of the Trail, we added Golden-crowned 
Kinglets, a Downy Woodpecker, Snow Buntings and a White-breasted■Nuthatch to 
our day’s list. At the Pinery Trail sign we flushed up a female Cardinal. 

: 'From the east come the sound of a woodpecker searching diligently for food. 
We scrambled down one-hill and up the next towards the sound. On the way, we, 
heard Golden-crowned Kinglets and Black-capped Chickadees, in the pine trees 
and Tree : Sparrows in the snow-covered marsh. Then we spotted the source ' , 
of the noise. On the side of a tree was a relatively large-type' woodpecker,— 
a Hairy.’ Along the edge of the woods came the noisy chatter of youngsters 
and then-'-the booming: cry of a Pileated Woodpecker.,reverberated over the hill¬ 
side. Ralph spotted it first as it flew eastward,-, over the tree-tops with, its 
white wing patches shining in the sun. 

After witnessing the majestic bird, we proceeded to the first point east 
of University Landing, Here we spotted a flock of 50 Tree Sparrows, 3 Song 
Sparrows and 2 Swamp Sparrows. ' As we- went, across the ; marsh to the row of 
willows we noticed skating marks on the ice.-. -They, ended at a big hole in 
the ice. Then Ted saw a Red-tailed Hawk sittings in a tree along, the'south 
shore of the marsh. This hawk soon left its perch and flew- eastward below . 
tree level. From the icy reeds came the note of a Song Sparrow. When we 
reached the willows, we saw, much to our disgust, that the canal was not 
frozen over. While going west along the willows, we noted Tree Sparrows 
flying westward, one Pine Siskin, one Downy Woodpecker and one Black-capped 
Chickadee, the last at Spencer’s Creek. Until we reached the west side of 
Spencer's Creek via Highway 102, we saw no birds. 
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Before we crossed over to the reeds in the middle of the marsh we startled 
a Swamp Sparrow that was upset at our intrusion. After navigating the sunken 

over C the X fast^flo^ ^ enterprisin S bi ^ watchers last summer - 
over the fast-flowing stream, we plodded on to the mouth of Hopkin's Creek 

So e r an a - iP o the surr^ing territory we saw the same flock of T^ee SpSL. 

_ Cardinals,, one White-breasted Nuthatch, one Downy Woodpecker one Swainb 
Sparrow and BlaCk^Oapped Chickadees. P ’ ° ne Swamp 

Having crossed the creek, wo stumbled eastward along the edge of the marsh 
liien we saw a Rea-tailed Hawk flying westward. We rounded what you might call * 
a point and entered a large reedy area. Ted looked up and yelled^ifeated^ 

Mill thlT ZZtf k l ee “ ° alllng bef ° rG 14 ^appeared into the trees, 
am i ’ agnificent view, we saw Tree Sparrows, another Red-tailed Hawk 

a v a ^ 

fro i sb of Bul1 s point, Ralph saw something move and Ted stated that a 
roodpecker, neither a Hairy or Downy, but one with bars on the sides of its 

wl y ’ ha l fl ,°'“ lnt ° a “arby tree. The black back was very distinct L tois 
' | a Black-backed Woodpecker flew low over the marsh. This bird Was a 

y^affor' both\fu5 ad N n0 r n ° W ° n itS head * 1Jt was a new Species for bba ' 
year for both of us. Nearby were two Swamp Sparrows, four Song Sparrows 

STtg-S- Zt Blaok :°?f G ? Chickadees, Shortly’after thll KlSked ' : 

if the trail and soon felt his feet fall through the ice. No hike is " 

ompiete without wet feet.’ Another Red-tail was sitting on Bull’s Island 
reached Bull's 6 ! 51 ! 1U ° Her ° n ' Whloh * e dW not 3ee E, « ain aMld ” e ' ' 

md thin SI I , f fT” “ 3 aml Bul1 ' 3 Point lay a 3tretoh of reeds 
Sltanit M a £ prudently chose to follow Ted. Halfway across Ted 

rest of the hike ST' * f3et relllalnea wet and unoomfortbale for the , 
rest of the hike and his pants froze as hard as a board, ,'t Bull's Point' ’ 

Chicked I®? tW0 Swamp Sparrows > four Song Sparrows, twenty Black-capped " 

Princess^Point vt i P ° int ™ HeLing GuSfnear 

for the Hn™«d*n f V? to the Arboretuto wb ere we looked unsuccessfully 

Horned Owl. One Red-tailed Hawk, three Tree Sparrows and one Sona 

to^he'day” ffL”’^ 05 * 00rn3r oP ™»ra the last species added 

species wire Hm! ^ t0 ° 0an the Bay for dneks - 

Apparently the bad storm earlier in the week has driven many northern 
species southward into our district. 


Editor’s Note: • 

List hounds.’ That’s what we called them in the vernacular of a 
generation ago.’ How delightful to know .that the species survives in all 

, f ormer glory. Congratulations, boys, on a vigorous and rewarding foray' 
into the winter wilds.’ , - 



CH RISTMAS BIRD COUNT - 1959 

H amilton^ Ont. (all points within a 15—mile diameter circle, centre York and 
Dundurn Sts., including Hamilton, Burlington, Waterdown, Dundas, Greensville, 
Ancasfcer, Sulphur Springs, Southcote, Hannon and Stoney Creek; pasture 10^, 
plow land 10)3, towns and suburbs 10$, orchards and old fields'15$, mixed woods 
30>, marshes 5$, open water 20$).—Dec. 27; 6 a.m. to 5-:30 p.m. Overcast with 
fog and rain; temp, 33 to 37 ; wind N to WE, 2 m.p.h.; visibility 100 to 1000 
yds.; ground bare; harbour open. Fifty-two observers in 27 parties. Total 
party-hours, 135 (l!4 on foot, 21 by car); total party-miles, 336 (176 on foot, 
1 d 0 by car). Horned Grebe, 2, Great Blue Heron, 2; Mallard, 139; Black Duck, 
148; Pintail, 1; Green-winged Teal, 1; Redhead, 1, Ring-necked Duck, 1; Greater 
Scaup, 164. Common Golden-eye, 213; Buffiehead, 48; Oldsquaw, 27; White-winged 
Scoter, 9; Common Merganser, 405O; Red-breasted Merganser, 21; Red-tailed Hawk, 

I. 45 Red—shouldered Hawk, 1; Sparrow Hawk, 5; Ruffed Grouse, 10; Ring—necked 
Pheasant, 56; Gray Partridge, 10; Glaucous Gull, 5; Great Black-backed Gull, 
162; Herring Gull, 5200; Ring-billed Gull, 800; Mourning Dove, 13; Screech Owl, 
4; Great Horned Owl, 6; Snowy Owl, 1; Long-eared Owl, 3; Belted Kingfisher, 3; 
Yellow-shafted Flicker, 2; Pileated Woodpecker, 2; Hairy Woodpecker, 15; Downy 
Woodpecker, 87; Blue Jay, 90; Common Crow, 315; Black-capped Chickadee, 472; 

Whifce-breasted Nuthatch, 87; Red-breasted Nuthatch, 8, Brown Creeper, 32; Win¬ 
ter Wren, 12; Long-billed Marsh Wren, 1; Brown Thrasher, 1; Robin, 8; Golden- 
crowned Kinglet, 15; Cedar Waxwing, 73; Northern Shrike, 1; Starling, 900; 
Yellowthroat, 1; House Sparrow, 1250; Eastern Meadowlark, 9; Red-winged Black¬ 
bird, .6; Rusty Blackbird, 17; Common Grackle, 5; Brown-headed Cowbird, 16; 
Cardinal, 149; Evening Grosbeak, 5; Hoary Redpoll, 1; Common Redpoll, 52; Pine 
Siskin, 13; American Goldfinch, 93; Savannah Sparrow, 1; Slate-coloured Junco, 
700; Tree Sparrow, 630, Field Sparrow, 3; White-throated Sparrow, 7; Swamp 
Sparrow, 17; Song Sparrow, 162; Snow Bunting, 8. Total , 70 species; about 
16,386 individuals, (Seen in area count period, but not on count day? Red¬ 
necked Grebe, Canvasback, King Eider, Common Scoter, Cooper 1 s Hawk, Rough—legv 
ged Hawk, Iceland Gull, Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, Black-backed Three-toed 
Woodpecker, Horned Lark, Carolina Wren, Hermit Thrush, Purple Finch.) 

Ross Anderson, Mrs. E, C. Baker, Eric W. Bastin, David Bissell, R. D. F. 
Bourne, Etta Bourne, Donald Campbell, William I, Campbell, James Cox, Kenneth 

J. Cox, Robert Curry, Ted Dinniwell, James A. N. Dowall, V. J. Duff, Robert 0. 
Elstone, Albert Gorman, Peter Hamel, Audrey Hawkes, John Hencher, Robert 
Henry, George Holland, Ralph Idema, Angus B. Jackson, Margaret Lamb, Woodburn 
Lambe, Alice Lamoureux, W. John Lamoureux, Suzanne Lawrie, Thomson C. Lawrie, 
James Lemon, A. Elizabeth LeWarne, Kenneth Lindsay, Eleanor Malcolm, George V. 
McBride, Dr. George 0. McMillan, John B. Miles, Paul Milne, Dorothy Jane 
Miller, Dr. John J. Miller, John A. Moule, Albert B„ Nind, George VP. North 
(compiler), Laurel E. North, John Olmsted, David K. Powell, Robert K. Sargeant, 
Alfred Senior, Douglas A. Smith, Robert Stamp, Laura Stewart, Mabel Watson, 
Annette Zealand (Hamilton Naturalists' Club). 


NOTEWORTHY BIRD RECORDS 


Number of species recorded to December 31, 1959 - 264 
Number of species recorded to January 24, i960 - 86 


Red-necked Grebe 
Horned Grebe 
Eared Grebe 


Brant 


(1) Dec.30 

(2) Jan. 3 

(1) Jan. 9 
Cl)Jan.10 

(2) Jan. 3 


L Lake Avenue G, W. 

Burlington,Oakville " 
Van Wagner's Beach G„ W. 

Burlington J. A. 

Clarkson J. L. 


North 

, R. MacLaren, Miles 
North 

N. Dowall, R. MacLaren 
Baillie, D„ Perks et al. 
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Pintail (l)Jan, 1 Woodland Cemstcry Alfred 'Epp, J, Miles, et al . 

Green-winged Teal (l)Jan, 1 " " " 11 " " " 

Redhead (l)Jan. 1 11 " 11 11 " " n 

Ring-necked Duck (l)Jan. 1 " " " " " " " 

Canvasback (4)Jan. 1 " " " Don Bucknell, J, Dowall et al. 

Lesser Scaup (l)Jan. 3 Oakville Harbour J„ Miles, G.. North 

Barrow's Goldeneye (l?)Jan.24 Bronte J, Miles, R.G.C. MacLaren 

Harlequin Duck , (l)Dec.31 Clarkson J. L. Baillie 

King Eider (J. male)Dec.31 foot of Bay St. G W. North 

(l)Jan. 2 Van Wagner's Beach G. W. North 

Common Scoter (l)Jan. 2 " " " 11 " 

Sharp-shinned Hawk (l)Jan. 3 Port Credit E. Cuthbert, V, Bramfitt 

Cooper's Hawk (l)Jan.l7 Wostdale Park Alfred Epp 

Red-shouldered Hawk (l)Jan. 1 " " R. MacLaren, R, Elstone et al. 

Rough-legged Hawk (3)Jan. 3 Oakville J. Dales, E. Nasmith, W. Hart 

Marsh Hawk (2)Jan. 3 " " " " " 

Ruffed Grouse (l)Jan. 2 Sulphur Springs L. F. Merrick 

Gray Partridge (5)jan. 1 Limeridge & Ottawa D. Bissoll, R„ Curry, Olmsted 

Iceland Gull (l)Jan. 2 East End of Harbour G. W. North 

Mourning Dove (7)Jan. 3 Oakville Creek Joan Gunn, M. Atkinson 

Long-eared Owl (2)Jan. 1 Mount Albion D. Bucknell, D.. Bissell et al. 

Short-eared Owl. (l)Jan. 3 Clarkson R. MacLaren, G. McBride 

Belted Kingfisher (2)Jan. 1 North Shore of Bay Bucknell, Miles, et al. 
Yellow-shaft.Flicker(l)Jan. 1 Westdale Park Ted Dinniwell, R. Idema 

Fileated Woodpecker (.l)Jan. 1 Upper end of Marsh Bucknell, Dowall, North 

B.-b.3-toed, foodpkr (l)Dec,31 N. Shore of Marsh R. Idema, T. Dinniwell 
Horned Lark (l5)Jan, 1 Albion Road D. Bissell, R. Curry, Olmsted 

Tufted Titmouse (l)Jan.l7 Hostein Dr. Ancaster R.A.H.Westmore, Kira Sibakin 
Red-br. Nuthatch (l)Jan. 1 Westdale Park R. G. C. MacLaren 

Carolina Wren ; (2)Jan. 3 Indian Point North, McBride, McLaren, 

Long-b.Marsh Wren (2)Jan. 1 W„ end of Marsh Bissell, Bucknell, Dowall 

Yellow-b.Sapsucker (l)Dec.24 Indian Point Ross Anderson 

Brown Thrasher (l)Jan. 3 Lome Park D. Perks, R. MacLaren 

(1)Dec.20 Bull's Lane John Olmsted 

Hermit Thrush (l)Nov.29 Valley Inn Alfred Epp 

(l)Dcc.26 " " George Holland, P. Hamel 

Eastern Bluebird (3)Jan. 9 N.shore Dundas Marsh John B. Miles 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet(l)Jan.17 Hwy 102, SW bridge A. Epp, J. Miles, G. North 
Northern Shrike (l)Jan. 9 E. Plamboro-HaltonRd.Wm. I. Campbell 
Eastern Meadowlark (l)Jan, 1 Limeridge & Ottawa Bissell., Curry, Olmsted 

(30)Jan.17 Elfrida Harry & Lucic McDougall 

Red-winged Blackbird(5)Jan. 1 Dundas Hydro Station J. Dowall, Bucknell, North 
Rusty Blackbird (22)Jan. 1 " " " " » " n 

Common Grackle (5)Jan c 1 Rowanwood, Dundas Mrs. E. C„ Baker 

Brown-headed Cowbird(9)jan, 1 Dundas Hydro Station Bucknell, Dowall, North 

Hoary Redpoll (l)Jdn.l6 Eagle Dr,, Burlington D. K. Powell 

Pine Siskin (50)Jaft. 3 Oakville Creek Dave & Eugene West, M. Shugg 

Oregon Junco (l)Jan.l7 Ancaster R A. H. Westmore 

Field Sparrow (l)jan. 1 LaSalle Park E. W. Bastin 

White-throated Sp. (2)Jan. 1 York Rd„, Dundas Mabel Watson 

Swamp Sparrow (3)Jan, 1 Dundas Biarsh Bissoll, Bucknell, Dowall 

Snow Bunting (5)Jan. 1 Queensdale Ave. E. R. Idema 

Please send your reports to Mr. George North, 249 Charlton Ave. W., 

Hamilton, Ont., Telephone JA 2-6082, before the 15th of the month. 



